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 May 7, 2017 

 

Simons Middle School 
Our Vision is to become a School of Distinction 

A New Learning Experience 
 

First and foremost, I would just like to take a moment to thank each and every one of you for the work that you do with 
our students on a daily basis.  Last week we celebrated staff appreciation week and while I could never give you what you 
truly deserve for the dedication that you display daily, I want you to know that I appreciate you and the impact you have 
had on me as an educator.  I truly believe that there is not a more noble profession in all the world.  Every day, you are 
entrusted with the most precious asset anyone could ever have…our future.  For all of those long hours, sleepless nights, 
and frustrating conversations….THANK YOU!!!  Not only are you making a difference in the lives of individuals, you 
are helping to shape a new vision for education in Fleming County. 
 
It is hard for me to comprehend that KPREP time is upon us.  As our students prepare to demonstrate great success on this 
year’s assessment, I can’t help but think about what’s on the horizon for our school.   For the next generation of learners 
to succeed and thrive, their learning experiences must facilitate their development in three primary domains: knowledge, 
skills, and dispositions.  Knowledge is the theoretical or practical understanding of something. They are more commonly 
referred to as our standards (content, career and technical education, literacy, global competencies, etc.).  It’s where we 
have spent the most time and energy over the last three years together.  Skills are the capacities and strategies that enable 
students to apply knowledge to novel situations, engage in higher order thinking, problem solve, collaborate, 
communicate effectively, and plan for the future.  This is the space where students learn how to learn, to manage their 
time, think critically, and work collaboratively.  Dispositions refer to the behaviors and ways of being that contribute to 
learners fulfilling their full potential.  Here we want students to display self-efficacy, curiosity, initiative, resilience, 
adaptability, persistence, leadership, ethical behavior, civic responsibility, and self-control.   
 
There is evidence that this triad of domains can be mutually reinforcing. Deep engagement with disciplinary knowledge 
builds and develops learners’ skills—such as communication, collaboration, creativity, problem solving, metacognition, 
and critical thinking—and dispositions—such as resilience, curiosity, resourcefulness, persistence, and adaptability. 
Strong skills and dispositions can then allow learners to broaden and deepen their knowledge, driven by their own 
interests and motivations, as well as by agreed standards for competency in these domains. 
 
To ensure development in these three domains for all learners, me must envision a learning experience characterized by 
the five interrelated elements. Together, they can form a new design for learning: 
 

COMPETENCY- BASED 
PERSONALIZED, RELEVANT & CONTEXTUALIZED  
LEARNER AGENCY  
SOCIALLY EMBEDDED 
OPEN-WALLED 
 

These five elements are not meant to serve as a blueprint for a rigid model to be implemented everywhere. Instead, they 
serve as a “North Star” to guide innovation. They do not create a single roadmap that can be followed the same way in every 
learning community. Realizing new designs will be an iterative process; much experimentation will be necessary to discover 
ways that these five elements can work together and reinforce one another to create excellent learning experiences for all 
children, regardless of their circumstances.  More on these elements next week!!!! 
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Events of the Week: 
 

Monday, May 8th  
• “Off to Neverland!” – Dress as your favorite 

Disney character 
• Break Schedule (Cougar Coach) 
• Admin Team Meeting (8:15 AM) 
• Baseball @ Robertson County 

 

Tuesday, May 9th 

• “Be a True Hero” – Dress as your hero, or 
someone who inspires you to always do your 
best 

• Choir Concert @ 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, May 10th   
• “The Colors of the Wind” Color War 

• Titans – Blue 
• Immortals – Red 
• Warriors – Gold 
• Gladiators – Black 

• Testing Assembly and Minute to Win it Class 
Challenge– 5th through 7th Period 

• Faculty Meeting at 3:30 in the Library (we will 
need help setting up both gyms for KPREP 
testing) 

 

Thursday, May 11th  
• Reading Part A & B 
• Afternoon Brain Break (Approx. 2:00 PM) 

 

Friday, May 12th 
• Reading Part C & Math Part A 
• Afternoon Brain Break (Approx. 2:00 PM) 

	QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

“We cannot solve a 
problem by using the 
same kind of thinking 

we used when we 
created them.” 

 
-Albert Einstein 

• Stay in contact with 
parents of students 
who have academic 
AND/OR behavioral 
concerns.  
 

• At the assembly  on 
Wednesday I will go 
over the good faith 
checklist with the 
kids.  Each day they 
will be voting on 5 
options that of things 
that could happen 
after KPREP testing: 

1. Female Teachers 
pied in the face 

2. Male Teachers 
Pied in the face 

3. Wilson kiss a pig 
4. Bacon kiss a pig 
5. Kash dye her hair 

 

• The assessment committee is working on some alternative schedules for the afternoons 
that we KPREP test.  Our Brain breaks will occur at approximately 2:00 each afternoon.  
There will be a different one each day and will include:   Extended Break, Teacher vs. 
Student Challenges, DQ Ice Cream, Teacher vs. Student Quiz Bowl, and Popsicles. 
 

• We will distribute our testing shirts Monday or Tuesday.  We will wear those every day 
during testing.  Feel free to wear either jeans or khaki shorts as well.  


